
TAXES FOR ARTISTS
EC3 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP



A LITTLE BIT ABOUT ME

• Actor

• Tax preparer

• Animal Nerd





KNOW YOUR DEADLINES

• TAX FILING DEADLINES:

• Tax filing deadline is April 30 for mos t Canadians.

• Tax filing deadline for freelancers, sole proprietors, small non-incorporated business 

owners and their spouses or common law partners is June 15



TAX PAYMENT DEADLINES

• The deadline to pay your taxes and HST, regardless of tax filing deadline is April 30

• Making a guess about how much you owe is ok! Because freelancers are allowed to file 

until June 15, but are required to pay  by April 30, you are allowed to make a guess of 

what you might owe and send it to the CRA by April 30. When/if you file your taxes after 

April 30 you can then reconcile your payment with what you actually owe, if anything, and 

you will either be required to pay the difference, or receive a refund for any 

overpayment.



COMMUNICATING WITH THE CRA

• CRA stands for Canada Revenue Agency

• Sign up for My Account!

•



INSIDE MY ACCOUNT





WHAT CONSTITUTES TAXABLE INCOME?

• EMPLOYMENT INCOME

• GRANTS

• CASH PAYMENTS (TIPS, BABYSITTING, LAWNMOWING ETC)

• INVESTMENT INCOME

• PATREON, ETSY SHOPS, CRAFT FAIRS, OTHER ON LINE SOURCES (AD SALES)

• FUNDRAISER INCOME IE KICKSTARTER AND INDIE GOGO



GRANTS!

• They are taxable income

• You are allowed to claim them as part of your art practice/business income

• You will most likely receive a T4A

• They are often subject to further review from CRA





INCORPORATION VS SELF EMPLOYED

INCORPORATION

• Lower tax rate

• Limited liability

• Much more expensive to administer and 

file taxes

SELF EMPLOYED

• Set up is simple and affordable

• Tax filing is easier

• Higher tax rate



GOOD BOOKING/INVOICING APPS

• QUICKBOOKS

• FRESHBOOKS

• XERO

• WAVE

• Kashoo



HST  EASY TO REGISTER BY PHONE 
1-800-959-5525





QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

• ASK AWAY!
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